






PART 3

The Jewish Future
The Jewish aversion to passivity and silence in the face of the
injustices and inhumanities that pervade human civilization
spans over three thousand years of history.  It is by no means
unique to Jewish society: righteous people from all societies
fight against evil and exploitation of the weak, poor, and
powerless.  But it has been one of the central tenets of
Judaism’s message from its Biblical inception.

Video: Show 9: 1990s, Into the Future 

Perhaps it has been both expressed and enculturated in Jewish
societies through the very ways in which Jewish
communication take place.  Rabbi Irwin Kula explores this
idea.  Judaism’s argumentation against social injustice is
matched by its internal critique and debate.

◆  Play the video segment until “...periods of Jewish history.”

Video: Show 9: 1990s, Jewish Identity 

Throughout history, Jewish society has maintained a semi-
permeable membrane between it and the richness and allure
of its host societies.  Jewish societies have responded to both
hostile and gracious host societies by incorporating elements
of the host societies’ mores and staunchly resisting other facets
of those societies.

Today, with three-fourths of the world’s Jews inhabiting Israel
and America, two starkly different environments have emerged
in the twenty-first century.  

On the one hand, Jews in Israel have – for the first time in
thousands of years – created a Jewish society.  The
development of Israeli Jewish society derives its dynamism
from the re-merging of diverse strands of Jewish groups living
in a Jewish milieu.

On the other, American Jews live in a society that tends to
fragment Jewish communities even as it welcomes Jews into
the mainstream.  Although far from perfect, civic American
society (and other western liberal democracies) attempts to
incorporate the prophetic call for justice, equality, and
protection of the downtrodden.

Being Jewish in America is one choice among many for most
American Jews.  As intermarriage and complete assimilation are
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chosen by many Jews, Jewish demographics are in decline.  The
challenge for the American Jewish community is one of
continuity – of how to keep the community and its members
committed to the choice of being “fully Jewish” while being
“fully American.”

Rabbi Hartman discussed this issue in the context of his
coming of age in postwar America.

◆  Play the video segment until “...something I had to
achieve.”

Review and Discussion Question

•  How does one “achieve” Jewishness in one’s own life?  In
one’s own community? 

Final Comments for the Course

The following questions are among many that the class can use
to focus its concluding discussions:

•  What other ongoing distinctive themes do you see in the
sweep of Jewish civilizational history?

•  How did Jewish communities throughout history carry on
the balancing act of absorbing parts of their surrounding
cultures while maintaining their own distinct identities?

•  Beyond its challenges in security and foreign affairs, what
challenges do you see for Israel in preserving the
“Jewishness” of the state?

•  What things should Israel do to ensure the robust
development of Jewish culture and life there?

•  What are the components of American life that most
challenge Jewish continuity?

•  What are some things that American Jews and their
leadership can do to ensure continuity and the ongoing
development of Jewish civilization?


