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Civilization and the Jews

' The Power of the Word !

Session 3

Episode 2! Lesson 1
Return and Rebuilding

This lessondesaibesthe livesof the Israelite people in
both the restored homeland of Judeaand avigorous
Diaspora outside of Judeain the five centuries during and
after the Babylonian Exile.

This Diaspora, originally in Babylonia and along the Nile,
would be magnified by Jewish settlementin most of the
major cosmopolitan and commercial areas throughout
the successionof Persian, Greek, and Roman empires.

Meanwhile,in Judeaitsel, a nation was being rebuilt.
Persian rule gave way to the Greeks under Alexander the
Grea. Amid the enticements of the attractive Hellenistic
culture and the abusive treament of the Sekucid Empire,
arebellion was fomented in Judeathat established an
independent Jewish state under the Hasmonean dynasty.

Internal dissensionin independent Judeacreaed many
seds,such asthe one that lived in Qumran and
bequeahed usthe Dead SeaSaolls.
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0 Near East: 586 BCE

Atl as> 586 BCED72 CE> 586 >
Mediterranean

Session 3 Return and Rebuilding

PART 1
Judah in Exile

The exiled people of udah arrived in Babylonia in 586-585
BCE They confronted a sophisticated and very different
sodety. There,they absorbed many aspects of the genera
culture (such as calendrical namesand the local language and
writing system), but resised atotal assimilation with the
religious system and valuesof their host country.

In fact, the exileswould largely define their ethnic and
religiousidentity in contrast to the polytheistic, caste-oliented
host environment, while setling amid the non-dlidean majority
among whom they lived in Babylonia.

Atlas: Nea East: 586 BCE

Nealy 600 milesseparated the exilesfrom their homeland.
The classicimperial model of conquestemployed by the
Babylonians involved the deportation of the @ream of the
populationQ(political, religious,and commercial leaders) to
areas of the Empire in which population growth was desirable.
In theory (and generally in practice), this destroyed the
national and ethnic identities of the captive peoplesand
homogenizedthe identities of the imperial population.

The Babylonian empire was extensive,and most of the other
peoplesof the Levant who were conquered disgppeared from
the pagesof history, as had the Israelites of the northern
kingdom. They had been similarly deported by the Assyians
more than a century earlier,and are remembered today only as
the Ten LostTribes.

! Point out the following places of interest:

Jerusalem

Babylon

Extent of the Babylonian Empire
Ur and Haran (visa vis Abraham)

! Clickthe Map Legend tab at the botto m, to show the
distancesinvolved on the mileage scde. Click again to make
the Map Legend go away.

! Clickthe Mo dern View tab at the botto m to show the
current map of the area. Then, click the Histo ric View tab
(which replaced the Modern View tab at the botto m) to
return to the map, circa 586 BCE.
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@ Babylon, The Babylonian World

Video > The Power of the word >
Babylon > The Babylonian World

o Babylon, Jeremiah to the Exiles
Video > The Power of the Word >
Babylon > Judean Life in Babylon

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ The exileswere relocated to the sane areanea Ur from
which their ancestors,Abraham and Saah, had come a
millennium earlier. How do you think the exilesviewed this
happenstance? To what extent would it have influenced
their views of Babylonian sodety?

¥ Why would the Babylonians have relocated the exilesfrom
Judah (and other places)to the agricultural heartland
betweentheTigris and Euphratesrivers?

Video: Show 2: Babylon,The Babylonian World

Babylonia was a strange and exotic land, with advanced
technologies,sophisticated agriculture,a different but highly
developed legal system,and athriving imperial economy.

! Play thisvideo segment until Q...Babylonia and there they
settl ed.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ What would be the key challengesfor the exilesfrom Judah
in maintaining their national and religious identities?

¥ What were someof their asses in addressingthese
challenges?

Video: Show 2: Babylon, Jeremiah to the Exiles

The exilestook to heart words spoken to them in the first
phase of their exile,which began in 597 BCE In Jremiah
29:4ff, the prophet and dissident leader sentword to them
about the way they should live their livesin exile. His words
became the formulafor Jewish life in the Diaspora until our
own day.

The exiled Judeans absorbed much of their host culture yet
found that Judaism could function successtilly in the strange
new world to which they had been deported. Deprived of
King, Temple, Priesthood, and Holy Land, they evolved new
customs and approachesto maintaining their identity evenin
exile.

! Play thisvideo segment until Q...five Books of the Bible B
the Torah.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Why would Jeremiah counselthe exilesto work for the
welfare of their homeland@ eventual destroyers?

¥ Desaibe the processby which apractice like the Qaking of
ChdlahQmight have developed in Babylonian exile.

¥ Why wasit important to combine the written and oral
traditions of the people into the Torah while in exile?
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0 Persia, Return to Jerusalem

Video > The Power of the Word >
Persia > Rebuilding Judah

Session 3 Return and Rebuilding

PART 2
The Return of a Remnant

A more benign and enlightened empire conquered the
Babyloniansin 539 BCE A yea later, the Persian King Cyrus
issued a decree permitting the exiled Judeansto return to their
land and their capital city, erusdem. His edict also encouraged
the returneesto rebuild their temple and their sodety.

Many returned, but many choseto reman in now-Rersian
Mesopotamia. They became the first permanent ewish
Diaspora Ba community that would continue for more than
2,500 years,until its expulsion by the Iragi government after
the birth of the modern state of Israel.

Video: Show 2: Persia Return to Jerusdem

When Cyrusissued his edict allowing the return to Judea
(calledOrehudn the Persian period), the half-century of
enforced exile came to an end. But the people@glorious
memories of ArstTemple-erl Jrusdem were hardly reflective
of the redity the returneesconfronted when they reached
their homeland.

Although the Semnd Temple was completed lessthan a
quarter-aentury after the return, it would take a century more
before erusdem and Judearegained even a portion of their
former glory.

! Play thisvideo segment until Q...the Jewshad recovered
th eir ancient home.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ |n addition to the destruction wrought by the Babylonian
armies,what other factors contributed to the decrepit state
of erusdem and Judeaa half-century after the conquest?

¥ Not al of the people of Judah were deported by the
Babylonians. In addition to the Israeliteswho remaned in
Judea other neighboring peoplesmoved into the vacuum
left by the exilesthroughout the sixth century BCE Discuss
the reactions and tensionsthat might have developed
betweenthe returneesand the QocalGpopulation in
Jerusdem and throughout the country.
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o Persia, The Torah and Ezra
Video > The Power of the Word >
Persia > Rebuilding Judah > Play
from previously paused location

m The Diaspora in the Greek World
Video > The Power of the Word >
Greece > Judeansin a Greek World
> Explore Topic > The Judean
Diaspora in the Greek World

Video: Show 2: Persig TheTorah and Ezra

There are many theories about the origins of the Torah and its
contents. Among modern scholars,a consensts has developed
that the Torah reached its final form in Babylonia and was
publishedin rusdem by Ezra, the priestly scribe, severa
decadesafter the end of the exile. It served asalegd, religious,
and cultural constitution for the struggling community of
returnees.

! Play thisvideo segment until Q...would enable them to
restore themselves.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Why would the promulgation of the Torah be soimportant
to the community of returnees?

¥ How would you reconcile the traditional Mosdc attribution
of the authorship of the Torah with the ideathat Ezra and
others prepared the final document in Babylonia?

Multimedia: The Diasporain the GreekWorld

The former exileswho choseto reman in Babylonia were only
the first of ewish Diaspora communities. In the centuriesthat
followed, known as the Semnd-Temple period, Diaspora
communitieswould develop and prosper throughout the then-
known world. In fact, never again would a mgjority of Jews
chooseto live in their homeland, whether or not they were
permitted to do so (asthey were for most of this period).

Throughout the successie periods of Persian, Greek, and
Roman suzerainty, the Jewish Diaspora proliferated in Asiaand
the Mediterranean basin. In fact, three-burths or more of all
Jews lived outside of Judeaby the time this period came to a
closein the first century CE

! Click on the butto n The Judean Diaspora in the Greek
Worl d to play the Autoplay multimedia presentation.

I At the conclusion of the Auto play, you may chooseto
review th e developments in each century by clicking the
Forw ard-Arrow at the botto m.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ With return to their homeland as an option, why would
most Jews chooseto setle in other places?

¥ What doesthe general pattern of Diaspora development
suggestabout the livelihoods and interests of Diaspora
Jewish communities?
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Q Greece, Greek Civilization

Video > The Power of the Word >
Greece > Heirs to Alexander

o Mediterranean: 260 BCE

Atl as> 586 BCED72 CE> 260 >
Mediterranean
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Session 3 Return and Rebuilding

PART 3
The Coming of the Greeks

The people of Israel had been subjugated by many empires
and had survived military defeats Band even an exile. But a
much greaer challenge was to be presentd by the Greek
civilization that, under Alexander the Gred, wrested control of
Judeafrom the defeated Persians. The Greeks were the first
grea cultural imperialists:they not only advanced their empire
through military means;they stabilized their empire through
the promulgation of their attractive, highly advanced culture.

In the Diaspora, ews attempted to balance their Judaism with
the enticements and alure of Greek civilization and through
literacy in Greek. While holding to their ethnic heritage,
Diaspora communitiesincreasingly partook of the Hellenistic
culture and language.

Video: Show 2: Greece, Greek Civilization

The Greeks had developed an astonishingly high culture
centuries before the Macedonian Alexander the Great
conquered most of the known world. Soaates,Plato, and
Aristotle were already legendary Greek figures,and the
magnificent architecture and arts of Athenswere aready
Qlassicaong before lideawas annexed to the Greek Empire.

Jews,both in udeaand in conquered Diaspora communities,
were enticed by the richnessof this new and vibrant
Hellenistic culture.

! Play thisvideo segment until Q...civilization to the
barbarians.O

Review and Discussion Questions
¥ What was so alluring about Hellenistic culture?

¥ Why was the adoption of Greek culture among subject-
peoplessoimportant to Alexander and his successos?

Atlas: Mediterranean: 260 BCE

Alexander@deah precipitated a successionbattle among his
key generas. Ptolemy gained dominion in Egypt, while
Sekucus creaed an empire in the Levant. Judea as usual,
found itself in the middle Bcaught between assetive Asian and
African empires. For acentury, it was under Ptolemadc rule,
and then was annexed by the aggressive Sekucids,basedin
modern Syria.
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0 Greece: Greek Civilization
Bookmark: CSeptu agintO

Video > The Power of the Word >
Greece > Judeansin a Greek World

In the Ptolemac capital,Alexandria, hundreds of thousands of
Jews constituted a major component of the city: their cultural
and demogaphic influence has beenlikenedto that of New
York City Jewry in modern times.

! Discussth e extent of Ptolemaic Egypt in 260 BCE.
! Point out Alexandria in Egypt, and Jerusaem.

Review and Discussion Question

¥ Recount other situations in which duded Israel@strategic
position as an intercontinental crossioads was a decisive
factor in its history.

Video: Show 2: Greece: Greek Civilization

Asin modern Diaspora Jwry, most Diaspora Jews assimilated
to their host-sodeties@ultures,adopted their languages,and
became rusty or illiterate in Hebrew. This phenomenon
probably accounts for the fir st translations of the Torah into
other languages.

I Play thisvideo segment until Q...Jewsnow spoke only
Greek.O

Review and Discussion Question

¥ The Greektranslation is called the Seguagint, from the
traditional ascription of the translation of 70 Jewish scholars
who comprisedthe translation committee. Traditional
sourcesalso asset that the translation was performed to
ready a Greek version for shelving in the grea library of
AlexandriaE. rather than for usein the pews of Alexandrian
synagogues. Which theory makesmore senseand why?
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6 Mediterranean, 260 BCE

Atlas> 586 BCED72 CE > 260 >
Mediterranean

The Maccabees, Judean
Kingdom

Video > Power of the word > The
Maccabees> A New Judean
Kingdom

Session 3 Return and Rebuilding

PART 4
Confronting Hellenism

When Judeapassedfrom Ptolemac to Sekucid control, lidea
and its citizenry faced, for the first time, the full-down
challenge of assimilation versus separation. Eventually,the
tensionbetweenthesepolar approachesto Hellenism erupted
in acivil war that also necessitated political and cultural
emancipation from the oppressiwe Sekucid Greeks.

While the traditional story explaining the Maccabean revolt
and the festival of Chanukah emphasizedthe battle versus the
Greeks,it was --first and foremost--a bloody civil war for the
soul of Judaism.

Atlas: Mediterranean, 260 BCE
I Point out the Ptolemaic-Sdeucid border of 260 BCE

! Then, time-progressto 165 BCE by clicking on the time-scde
on the left, and point out the absorption of Judeainto the
Sdeucid Empire.

I Zoom-in, by clicking with the magnifying glassjust above
Samaria, to provide more detail on the area of Judea.

Video: Show 2: The Maccabees, Judean Kingdom

Transitioning from benign Ptolemadc rule to Sekucid rule in
198 BCEwas fairly smooth, with the usual amount of political
redigning relative to the new imperial regime. But apower-
mad Sekucid king,Antiochus Epiphanes,began the
first-recorded religious oppression. His goa wasto obliterate
the decidedly non-Hellenistic Jewish particularity that was
widespread in Judea

One family, the Hasmoneans,led the revolt and civil war
against Greek rule and Jwish inclinations toward Hellenism.
Their success@aided by threasto the eastern borders of the
Sekucid Empire,the deah of Epiphanes,and the general
erosion of Sekucid imperial vigor, resuted in independence
and a century of Judean seff-rule under the Hasmonea
dynasty.

! Play thisvideo segment until Q...traditions of the people
had triumphed.O

Review and Discussion Questions
¥ Notwithstanding the victory we now celebrate on
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Q The Maccabees, Qumran

Video > The Power of the Word >
The Maccabees> Qumran

@ cumran

Video > The Power of the Word >
The Maccabees> Qumran > Explore
Topic > Play

Chanukah, the Hasmoneans themselesbecame increasingly
Hellenized The Maccabees@randchildren were probably
more Hellenizedthan the Jewish leadership that Judah
Maccabee fought against. How did this happen?

¥ Arethere core wish beliefs and practicesthat constitute
boundaries at which a lewish community must draw the
line or disgppea?

Video: Show 2: The Maccabees,Qumran

One of the resuts of Hasmonean liberation and leadership in
Jideawas arejection of their rule by even more traditional and
dissident Jews. The Hasmoneans were from arural levitical
priestly family, and their progressiwe assumption of the offices
of High Priest and King were unacceptable to thosewho felt
that theseofficeswere resewved for, respectively, Zadokite and
Davidic descendants.

One of the more extreme groups among thesedissident seds b
probably the Essenesmentioned in various historical accounts
bPwithdrew from Judean sodety, relocating to the shoresof the
Dead Sea There,they left usalegacy that was discovered
starting in 1947 CE

! Play thisvideo segment until Q...the oldest known copies of
texts fro m the Hebrew Bible.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ The people at Qumran awaited the end of the world and the
inauguration of the messiaic age. What might have led
them to believe this?

¥ Are there any modern analogiesto the seff-imposedisolation
of this community?

Mult imedia: Qumran

The people who withdrew to Qumran established an unusual
ascetic lewish community that endured Bwith abrief bresk B
for more than two centuries. Someconnect them with a
proto-Christian community, somewith a dispossessegriestly
clan, somewith an apocalyptic cult that prepared for acoming
war betweenthe righteous and sinners.

What is certain is that this community collected and creaed a
vast literary legacy, lost for ailmost two millennia after
Qumran®destruction by the Romansin 68 CE Only in
modern timeswould the Dead SeaSaolls,and their attendant
controversies,re-emege to engage the world.

' Play the Autoplay, pausing if desired at the Psalms scroll
(11QPs), to point out familiar parts (and variations, such as
the paleo-Hebrew orth ography of the divine name) to those
who know Hebrew.
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' Among the three panelsthat appear at the end of the
Autoplay, click A Catalogue of The Dead Sea Scrolls, and
usethe right slider to survey the contents,E. .commenting
on thosescrollswith which you are familiar.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Amongthe scrolls,certain books of the Bible appea more
frequently than others. Looking at the books of the Torah,
why might there be so many more presewed scrolls of
Deuteronomy than of the other books? Why so many copies
of Isaah and Psdms?

¥ Other than the possitlity that the absence of the book of
Esther is entirely due to accident, why might that book have
not had popularity at Qumran or acceptance by this
community?

Pointersto the Next Session:

The Romans were shortly to arrive. The Hasmonean period of
Judean independence would conclude in 63 BCE Passionde
sedarianism had arisen during the century of Hasmonean rule,
and would continue to inflame the nation in its century and a
half as a Roman colonial property.

There would be moments of greanessin the Roman period,
and Judeawould riseto become a key Roman assetin the
eastern Mediterranean. kwish institutions would be creaed
and flourish,and the enhanced Seond Temple of Herod would
become one of the marvels of the ancient world.

But the corruption of the Roman imperial rulers and their
Jewish collaborators,coupled with intra-&wish sedarian
rivalrieswould eventually erupt in the Grea Revolt, ending the
Seond Temple period. This would begin aseemindy endless
enforced Diaspora for the Jewish people.
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