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Episode 1! Lessmn 2
A Kingdom Built, A Kingdom Destroyed

This lessonsurveys the Biblical period from around 1200
BCEto 586 BCE Following the conquestof Canaan
under the leadership of Moses€successor Joshua, Israel
attempted to establish itseff in the land. The resutswere
not very good.

Tribal loyalties often trumped national unity, as the
leadership of Israel passedfrom one divinely selected
QudgeQo another. Thesejudgeswere actually little more
than charismatic warlords,who aroseto lead one or more
tribesin repulsing foreign entitiesintent on displacing
the Israelitesfrom their new land.

Eventually, in the time of Sanuel, the tribesdemanded a
king. Saul, of the tribe of Benjamin, was designated but
proved disastrous as a leader. He was succeeded by his
nemesisDavid, who united the tribesand inaugurated a
dynasty that would last for over four centuries. The
United Kingdom was sundered in the late tenth century
BCE and eventually the Assyians and the Babylonians
destroyed the kingdoms and exiled their people.
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PART 1
Settling in the Land

The Israeliteswandered for decadesen route to Canaan under
the leadership of Moseswho appointed Joshuato be his
successor Eventualy, the Israelite people came to possesghe
promisedland of Canaan. However, the Bible relatesthat their
attempts at establishing a stable Israelite sodety were
undermined by the people@unfaithfulnessto the covenant
and God, and the continual threats of invasion and occupation
by surrounding Semiic groups and by maritime invaders from
the west, the Philistines.

Mult imedia: Israel@.ad WasteO

The exact story of how the desaendants of the liberated
Israelite slavescame to dominate the land of Canaan is a
scholarly controversy. even the Bible depicts both arapid
conquestin the Book of Joshua, and a more gradual and
tenuous processin the Book of Judges. The presenc of an
apparently unsetled classof Israelitesin Canaan in the
thirteenth century BCEis attested to in a startling
archaeological artifact of the period.

' Play the multimedia segment.

Review and Discussion Questions
¥ Why is the Merneptah stela so significant?

¥ What doesthe designation of QsraelCes a people rather than
ageogaphical location tell us about the status of Israel in
late thirteenth century Canaan?

Video: Show 1: Building a Nation, Setlementin Canaan

Eventually, the Israelitesdid settle down in Canaan, occupying
existing Canaanite cities and building their own new towns.
The civic and sodal arrangements of the new Israelite culture
are reflected in the archaeological remains of this period.

! Play thisvideo segment until CE had equal accessto Hislaw.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Canaan had, for itstime, a quite advanced civilization,
organized around fortified city-sites. In light of the
archeological findings discussedin the video,how would
the new Israelite sodety be viewed by other nations,
experienced travelers,and traders?
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Atlas: Israel-Palestine: 1220 BCE

Asdesaibed in the Torah and the Book of Joshua, the areaof
Canaan was divided and allocated to each of the twelve tribes
of Israel. It seemsfrom the narrative in the book of Judgesthat
most of the people®identity and loyalty was primarily to the
tribe,rather than Israel. The looseconfederation of Israelite
tribes,in which someonewould identify himself as,for
example,a@enjaminitedirst and foremost would be echoed
in post-revolutionary America, with its regionalism and state-
identification.

' Point out the key tri bal areas, including Judah and Ephraim.
Also note that the tribe of Dan appears both in the
Shephelah region (where it could never establishitself due
to the Philistines@oastal hegemony) and all the way in the
north (to which it migrated in fru stration late in the period
of the judges). Point out also the trans-Jordanian tri bes of
Reuben and Gad.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Why would Dan have given up on itsterritorial allocation in
the middle of the country and opt to setle in the far north?

¥ Arethere hintsin the Book of Genesisthat the tribe of
Judah and the half-tribe of Ephraim (one of two descended
from Joseph) would get the largestland allocations
centurieslater?

Video: Show 1: Building a Nation, Setlementin Canaan

Asalooseconfederation of kindred tribes,Israel did not have
any sort of stable central government.When foreign
encroachment or invasion occurred, charismatic leaders would
be desighated on an ad hoc basisto lead ajoint-tribal military
response. Thesemen and women,including familiar names
like Gideon,Sanson,and Deborah, would function primarily as
warlords to repulsethe foreign threa. They were known as
judges,athough biblical evidence is scarce that they ever
performed many judicial or executive activities once the threa
from outside was controlled.

! Play thisvideo segment until CEth e scourge of Canaan.O

Review and Discussion Question

¥ Asthe short storiesin the Book of Judgesproceed, fewer
and fewer of the tribesunite under the successionof judges,
and the behavior of the Israelitesseemsto worsen. Sanson
has no tribesbacking him, and the last taleshave no named
judgesat all --and actually include acivil war among the
tribes. What is the author trying to tell us about the status of
Israel and the covenant?
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PART 2
The Kingdom of David

Faced with battlefield lossesand an even greder threa from
the Philistines,the tribesdecided that a king would
consolidate Israel@forcesand repel the foreign threat.
Unfortunately, the fir st man anointed by Sanuel, Saul, proved a
poor choice. He was mentally unstable,and was eventually
killed, along with his princes,by the Philistines at Gilboa.

Fortunately, aworthier candidate, David, was waiting in the
wings. His monarchy would prove militarily successtil,and he
left alegacy of aunited Israel and agrand capita in erusdem
to his son Sobmon. Sobmon enlarged the Davidic Empire,
diplomatically and economically. A master-builder, he
constructed fortifications throughout the country. But his
signal achievementwas the construction of aroyal senctuary
in Jerusdem:the FrstTemple.

Video: Show 1: Building a Nation, King David

The young military hero, David, was eventually chosenby the
tribesto lead the United Kingdom. After ruling in his southern
capital for several years,he conquered the central city of
Jrusdem Pacity not historically assodated with either the
northern or southern tribes. In this neutral choice of capital,
King David employed the same logic as the eighteenth century
founders of the United States,who chosea similar neutral
border site as the national capital.

! Play the video segment, pausing right afte r the phrase Q..his
people@belief. O (If the depiction of the City of David has
transitioned to the image of wildflowers, back up the video
a bit.)

' Point out the featuresof the City of David on the screen,
parti cularly noting the monumental palace and th e so-called
step-structure supporting it. Mention that the City of David
bthe original Jerusalem -- isnow outside th e city walls of
Jerusalem, and isaccessble to visitors just south of the
Temple Mo unt.

! Continue playing the video segment until Q..loveliest psalms
in Hebrew literature.O

Review and Discussion Question

¥ Amazingly successtil as aking and politician, David was
equally afailure in his family life:his children feud; one son,
Absdom, attempts to deposehim; and the well-known story
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of Bathsheha s hardly uplifting. What is the Biblical
narrative suggesting with this depiction of the public vs.
private David?

Mult imedia: King David

Like all of the early Biblical heroes,the Bible itself is our only
source of knowledge about King David. In recent decades,a
controversy has arisenin which somescholars have called into
question David®@very existence outside of legend. Others have
challenged the scope of his achievements.

' Play the Autoplay.

' You may chooseto pausethe Autoplay to point out the
excavated featuresin the photo of the City of David.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Isthe historicity of David firmly established? Why would
scholars challenge this?

¥ Why is the eternal nature of David® monarchic dynasty B
despite its termination in 586 BCEDof central importance
in later lewish thought?

Video: Show 1: Building a Nation, King David

Following acomplex successionconflict, David®youngestson,
Sobmon, emerged as king of Israel. Noted for his wisdom,
Sobmon enlarged the kingdom economically and
diplomatically, and built the Temple in Jerusdem,but subverted
the unity of the kingdom through his diplomatic marriages,
forced-labor conscription, and tolerance of pagan religions in
the land.

! Play the video segment until Q..Baal and other foreign
cults.O

' You may chooseto pausethe video segment at relevant
points to narrate furth er descriptionsof the Temple®@
location, architecture, and the Holy of Holies.

Review and Discussion Question

¥ What were Sobmon@motivations in building the erusdem
temple?
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PART 3
A Nation Divided and Dissident Voices

While David®@dynasty would continue to rule in Jerusdem for
over four centuries,the United Kingdom of Israel over which
he and Sobmon presided would not long outlive the latter.
Sobmon had instituted exploitative practiceswhoseburden
fell mainly on the northern tribes,and his heir to the throne
was an intemperate man who refusedto easetheseburdens.

Afew yeas after Sobmon®death, the ten northerly tribes
successtilly seceded and established a separate kingdom of
Israel, while the vestige of Sobmon®domain in the south was
renamed after the Davidic dynasty®tribe, Judah.

Video: Show 1: Two Kingdoms,The Prophets

The secessionof the ten northerly tribesfrom the kingdom of
David@dynasty creaed a political crisisand aregional rift that
was never to be heded. The political turmoil of the next two
centurieswas accompanied by a progressive degeneration of
morality and equity in both kingdoms. In part, this was caused
by the two kingdoms jockeying for international aliances,and
closely aligning themselesand emulating the pagan cultures
of their (usually temporary) alies.

! Play the video segment until Q..corrupted by power and
affluenceO

Review and Discussion Question

¥ Thetribeswent from fairly autonomous entitiesto a United
Kingdom, and then split into two nations in alittle over
eighty years. Discussthis,with reference to the American
experience. How are they similar, how different?

Atlas: Israel-Ralestne: 928 BCE

The two kingdoms shared an east-to-west border located just
north of Jerusdem. Becausethe northern kings wishedto
eliminate Jrusdem as areligious center, they established
northerly royal shrines,in Bethel Bon the pilgrimage road to
Jerusdem --and in Dan Pat the northern edge of their
kingdom.

! Point out the border (the thin red line that snakes below
Beth el and Jericho) betw een the tw o kingdoms.

! Usethe thumbnail map slider to scan the map, pointing out
th e cities of Bethel, Dan and Jerusalem, and mentioning the
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surrounding nations.

! Zoom out, and point out the relative sizes of the kingdoms,
and their geographical relationshipsto Egypt and Assyria.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Thetwo independent kingdomswere someimesin alliance,
and often at war with one another. Who would each of the
nations fear most? With which grea powerswould they
tend to align?

¥ Why wasit important for the northern monarchy to creae
itsown shrine cities?

Video: Show 1: Two Kingdoms,The Prophets

While the Davidic dynasty continued to rule over the southern
kingdom of Judah from its capital, erusdem,for centuries,the
northern tribeshad almost continual internal revolts and
coups d@tat.

Severed from the strong religious center of Jrusdem,the
northern kingdom of Israel experimented with blending its
religion with Canaanite and other pagan religions of nearby
peoples. On and off, sodid the southern kingdom, usually to
curry favor with more powerful politica alies.

But even more significant than this religious backsliding to
idolatry was the progressive sodal and moral degeneration of
the kingdoms,as grossinequitiesin wedth, land-ownership,
and accessto the justice system corrupted the covenantal
vision of ealier days.

! Play the video segment until Q..Jerusaem become rubble.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ What were the primary sodetal ills that the prophets
critiqued?

¥ The prophets were also foreign-policy counselorsto the
kings. Most of the prophets aroseduring the two periods
preceding the conquestand exilesof the two kingdoms.
Why?

Heritage:Civilization and the Jews | Episode 1 ¥ Lessan 2 18



m Conquest and Exile
Video > A People IsBorn > Two
Kingdoms > Conquest and Exile >
Explore Topic > Play

0 Near East: 586 BCE

Atl as> 3100 BCE B586 BCE > 586 >
Mediterranean

Session 2 A Kingdom Built, A Kingdom Destroyed

PART 4
A Nation Destroyed

The warnings of the prophets were redized in the late eighth
century,when the northern kingdom of Israel was overrun by
Assyian hordes. Laer generations of prophets would bring
the sane messa@esto Judah and were similarly disregarded.
Judah was invaded twice by Babylonia in the ealy sixth
century, resuting in the destruction of Jrusdem,the burning
of Sobmon@grea temple,and the deportation of much of the
population to Mesopotamia.

Mult imedia: Conquestand Exile

The less-stble northern kingdom was destroyed after two
centuries,while the southern kingdom survived an additional
century and a half. But the fatesof the deported populations
from the north and south were significantly different. The
exilesfrom the north became theen LostTribesQwhile the
exiled southerners would continue Abraham®and Moses€©)
legacy --and the Jewish people.

' Play the Autoplay, pausing after the exile of the north ern
kingdom to review thoseevents.

' Continue the Autoplay to its conclusion.

' At the conclusion of the Auto play, click the panel Map of
the Route s of Exile, and review the paths,noting in
parti cular the Jeremiah-led group that went down to Egypt,
in flight from Babylonian wrath.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Review the narrow esape of erusdem from the Assyian
assallt under the shrewd leadership of King Hezekiah in
701 BCE What reasonsmight have contributed to the
northern kingdom@earlier demise?

¥ Why wasthe ultimate fate of the peoplesfrom the north
and south so different? Isthe northern QlisappearanceO
more or lesssurprising than the historical survival of the
southern (QGexilicQ community?

Atlas: Nea East: 586 BCE

The southern tribes,including Judah, Benjamin, and part of the
Levites,sawv their monarchy destroyed, their beloved land
ravished by the Babylonians and their own neighbors,the city
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of Jerusdem devastated, and the grea four-hundred--year-old
temple of Sobmon burnt to the ground.

Nebuchadnezza and the Babylonians continued the Assyian
policy of massdeportations of conquered peoples,but the
Babylonians tended to keep the exiled populations together as
work-goupsto develop the agricultural hinterlands of the
empire.

Forcibly relocated to Babyloniain groups,this remnant of
Israel had little hope of presewing its national, religious,and
ethnic identity. And yet, they did, thanks to the writings that
they carried off to exile.

! Show again the route followed by the exilesand the areas
into which they were settl ed by th e Babylonians.

I Click the tab below the map, Map Legend, to show the
distance betw een Israel and th e Babylonian exile.

Pointersto the Next Session:

This sessionends with the population of Judah in an
essentially hopelesssituation, hundreds of milesfrom their
ruined homeland. Their only hope for survival as an
identifiable group lay in the strength of their traditions and in
the collection of sacred writings and words that they brought
with them to their captivity in Babylon.

In the next sessionwe will seehow they adapted to life in
exile. Their experiencesin the half-century of exile would lay
the groundwork for two unifying themesof the future of
Jewish civilization: the centrality of the land of Israel as a
Jewish aspiration, and the notion that Jewish life can be fully
lived in a Diasporain symbiosiswith host sodeties.

We will also seehow, with the victory of the more benevolent
Persian Empire over the Babylonians in the late sixth century,
the Jewish world would continue to develop in both the
homeland of Judeaand throughout a burgeoning Diaspora.
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