
This lesson surveys the Biblical period from around 1200
BCE to 586 BCE.  Following the conquest of Canaan
under the leadership of MosesÕs successor, Joshua, Israel
attempted to establish itself in the land.  The results were
not very good.  

Tribal loyalties often trumped national unity, as the
leadership of Israel passed from one divinely selected
ÒjudgeÓ to another.  These judges were actually lit tle more
than charismatic warlords, who arose to lead one or more
tribes in repulsing foreign entit ies intent on displacing
the Israelites from their new land.

Eventually, in the time of Samuel, the tribes demanded a
king.  Saul, of the tribe of Benjamin, was designated but
proved disastrous as a leader.  He was succeeded by his
nemesis, David, who united the tribes and inaugurated a
dynasty that would last for over four centuries.  The
United Kingdom was sundered in the late tenth century
BCE, and eventually the Assyrians and the Babylonians
destroyed the kingdoms and exiled their people.

LESSO N  O U TLI N E

Download th e HERITAGE DVD-ROM
bookmarks fo r th is lesson:

       For Windows users

       For Macinto sh users

Settling  in the Land

      Mu lti media: Israel ÒLaid WasteÓ

      Video: Show 1: Building a
Nati on, Settl ement in Canaan
(part 1) (Bookmarked as
ÒBeershevaÓ)

      Atl as: Israel-Palestine: 1220 BCE

      Video: Show 1: Building a
Nati on, Settl ement in Canaan
(part 2) (Bookmarked as
ÒJudgesÓ)

The King dom of David

      Video: Show 1: Building a
Nati on, King David (part 1)
(Bookmarked as ÒDavidÓ)

      Mu lti media: King David

      Video: Show 1: Building a
Nati on, King David (part 2)
(Bookmarked as ÒSolomonÓ)

A Nation Div ided and Dissident
Voices 

      Video: Show 1: Two  Kingdoms,
The Prophets (Bookmarked as
ÒTwo Nati onsÓ)

      Atl as: Israel Palestine: 928 BCE

      Video: Show 1: Two  Kingdoms,
The Prophets (Bookmarked as
ÒProphetsÓ)

A Nation Destr oyed

      Mu lti media: Conquest and Exile

      Atl as: Near East: 586 BCE
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PART 1

Settl ing in th e Land
The Israelites wandered for decades en route to Canaan under
the leadership of Moses, who appointed Joshua to be his
successor.  Eventually, the Israelite people came to possess the
promised land of Canaan.  However, the Bible relates that their
attempts at establishing a stable Israelite society were
undermined by the peopleÕs unfaithfulness to the covenant
and God, and the continual threats of invasion and occupation
by surrounding Semitic groups and by marit ime invaders from
the west, the Phil istines.

Mult imedia: Israel ÒLaid WasteÓ

The exact story of how the descendants of the liberated
Israelite slaves came to dominate the land of Canaan is a
scholarly controversy: even the Bible depicts both a rapid
conquest in the Book of Joshua, and a more gradual and
tenuous process in the Book of Judges.  The presence of an
apparently unsettled class of Israelites in Canaan in the
thir teenth century BCE is attested to in a startling
archaeological artifact of the period.

!   Play th e multi media segment.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥  Why is the Merneptah stela so significant?

¥  What does the designation of ÒIsraelÓ as a people rather than
a geographical location tell us about the status of Israel in
late thir teenth century Canaan?

Video:  Show 1: Building a Nation, Settlement in Canaan

Eventually, the Israelites did settle down in Canaan, occupying
existing Canaanite cit ies and building their own new towns.
The civic and social arrangements of the new Israelite culture
are reflected in the archaeological remains of this period.

!   Play this video segment unt il ÒÉ had equal access to His law.Ó

Review and Discussion Questions

¥  Canaan had, for its time, a quite advanced civil ization,
organized around fortified city-states.  In light of the
archeological findings discussed in the video, how would
the new Israelite society be viewed by other nations,
experienced travelers, and traders?

M
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       Israel ÒLaid WasteÓ

Video > A People Is Born > Egypt >
Israel Laid Waste > Explore Topic >
Akhenaten

      Building a Nati on, Settl ement 
in Canaan, Part 1

Bookmark: ÒBeershevaÓ

Video > A People is born > Building
a Nati on > Settl ement in Canaan

V
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Atlas: Israel-Palestine: 1220 BCE

As described in the Torah and the Book of Joshua, the area of
Canaan was divided and allocated to each of the twelve tribes
of Israel.  It seems from the narrative in the book of Judges that
most of the peopleÕs identity and loyalty was primarily to the
tribe, rather than Israel.  The loose confederation of Israelite
tribes, in which someone would identify himself as, for
example, a ÒBenjaminiteÓ first and foremost, would be echoed
in post-revolutionary America, with its regionalism and state-
identification.

!   Point out th e key tri bal areas, including Judah and Ephraim.
Also note th at th e tri be of Dan appears both  in th e
Shephelah region (where it could never establish itself due
to  th e PhilistinesÕ coastal hegemony) and all th e way in th e
north  (to  which it migrated in fru strati on late  in th e period
of th e judges).  Point out also th e tra ns-Jordanian tri bes of
Reuben and Gad.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥  Why would Dan have given up on its territorial allocation in
the middle of the country and opt to settle in the far north?

¥  Are there hints in the Book of Genesis that the tribe of
Judah and the half-tribe of Ephraim (one of two descended
from Joseph) would get the largest land allocations
centuries later?  

Video:  Show 1: Building a Nation, Settlement in Canaan

As a loose confederation of kindred tribes, Israel did not have
any sort of stable central government. When foreign
encroachment or invasion occurred, charismatic leaders would
be designated on an ad hoc basis to lead a joint -tribal military
response.  These men and women, including familiar names
like Gideon, Samson, and Deborah, would function primarily as
warlords to repulse the foreign threat.  They were known as
judges, although biblical evidence is scarce that they ever
performed many judicial or executive activit ies once the threat
from outside was controlled.

!   Play th is video segment unti l ÒÉth e scourge of Canaan.Ó

Review and Discussion Question

¥  As the short stories in the Book of Judges proceed, fewer
and fewer of the tribes unite under the succession of judges,
and the behavior of the Israelites seems to worsen.  Samson
has no tribes backing him, and the last tales have no named
judges at all -- and actually include a civil  war among the
tribes.  What is the author trying to tell us about the status of
Israel and the covenant? 

      Building a Nati on, Settl ement 
in Canaan, Part 2

Bookmark: ÒJudgesÓ

Video > A People Is Born > Building
a Nati on > Settl ement in Canaan >
Play fro m previously paused
locati on

      Israel-Palestine: 1220 BCE 

Atl as > 3100 BCE Ð 586 BCE > 1220 >
Mediterranean
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PART 2

The Kingdom of David
Faced with battlefield losses and an even greater threat from
the Phil istines, the tribes decided that a king would
consolidate IsraelÕs forces and repel the foreign threat.
Unfortunately, the first man anointed by Samuel, Saul, proved a
poor choice.  He was mentally unstable, and was eventually
kil led, along with his princes, by the Phil istines at Gilboa.

Fortunately, a worthier candidate, David, was wait ing in the
wings.  His monarchy would prove militarily successful, and he
left a legacy of a united Israel and a grand capital in Jerusalem
to his son Solomon.  Solomon enlarged the Davidic Empire,
diplomatically and economically.  A master-builder, he
constructed fortifications throughout the country.  But his
signal achievement was the construction of a royal sanctuary
in Jerusalem: the First Temple.

Video:  Show 1: Building a Nation, King David

The young military hero, David, was eventually chosen by the
tribes to lead the United Kingdom.  After ruling in his southern
capital for several years, he conquered the central city of
Jerusalem Ð a city not historically associated with either the
northern or southern tribes.  In this neutral choice of capital,
King David employed the same logic as the eighteenth century
founders of the United States, who chose a similar neutral
border site as the national capital.

!   Play th e video segment,  pausing right afte r th e phrase Ò...his
peopleÕs belief.Ó  (If th e depiction of th e City of David has
tra nsiti oned to  th e image of wildfl owers, back up th e video
a bit. )

!   Point out th e featu res of th e City of David on th e screen,
parti cularly noti ng th e monumenta l palace and th e so-called
step-structure supporti ng it.   Menti on th at th e City of David
Ð th e original Jerusalem -- is now outside th e city walls of
Jerusalem, and is accessible to  visito rs just south  of th e
Temple Mo unt.

!   Conti nue playing th e video segment unti l Ò...loveliest psalms
in Hebrew literatu re.Ó

Review and Discussion Question

¥  Amazingly successful as a king and polit ician, David was
equally a failure in his family life: his children feud; one son,
Absalom, attempts to depose him; and the well-known story
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V      Building a Nati on, King David,
Part 1

Bookmark: ÒDavidÓ

Video > A People Is Born > Building
a Nati on > King David
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of Bathsheba is hardly uplifting.  What is the Biblical
narrative suggesting with this depiction of the public vs.
private David?

Mult imedia: King David

Like all of the early Biblical heroes, the Bible itself is our only
source of knowledge about King David.  In recent decades, a
controversy has arisen in which some scholars have called into
question DavidÕs very existence outside of legend.  Others have
challenged the scope of his achievements.

!   Play th e Auto play.

!   You may choose to  pause th e Auto play to  point out th e
excavated featu res in th e photo  of th e City of David.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥  Is the historicity of David firmly established?  Why would
scholars challenge this?

¥  Why is the eternal nature of DavidÕs monarchic dynasty Ð
despite its termination in 586 BCE Ð of central importance
in later Jewish thought?

Video:  Show 1: Building a Nation, King David

Following a complex succession conflict, DavidÕs youngest son,
Solomon, emerged as king of Israel. Noted for his wisdom,
Solomon enlarged the kingdom economically and
diplomatically, and built the Temple in Jerusalem, but subverted
the unity of the kingdom through his diplomatic marriages,
forced-labor conscription, and tolerance of pagan religions in
the land. 

!   Play th e video segment unti l Ò...Baal and oth er fo reign
cults.Ó

!   You may choose to  pause th e video segment at relevant
points to  narrate fu rth er descripti ons of th e TempleÕs
locati on, architecture, and th e Holy of Holies.

Review and Discussion Question

¥  What were SolomonÕs motivations in building the Jerusalem
temple?

      King David

Video > A People Is Born > Building
a Nati on > King David > Explore
Topic > Play

M

      Building a Nati on, King David,
Part 2

Bookmark: ÒSolomonÓ

Video > A People Is Born > Building
a Nati on > King Solomon

V



PART 3

A Nati on Divided and Dissident Voices 
While DavidÕs dynasty would continue to rule in Jerusalem for
over four centuries, the United Kingdom of Israel over which
he and Solomon presided would not long outlive the latter.
Solomon had instituted exploitative practices whose burden
fell mainly on the northern tribes, and his heir to the throne
was an intemperate man who refused to ease these burdens.

A few years after SolomonÕs death, the ten northerly tribes
successfully seceded and established a separate kingdom of
Israel, while the vestige of SolomonÕs domain in the south was
renamed after the Davidic dynastyÕs tribe, Judah.

Video:  Show 1: Two Kingdoms, The Prophets 

The secession of the ten northerly tribes from the kingdom of
DavidÕs dynasty created a polit ical crisis and a regional rift that
was never to be healed.  The polit ical turmoil of the next two
centuries was accompanied by a progressive degeneration of
morality and equity in both kingdoms.  In part, this was caused
by the two kingdoms jockeying for international alliances, and
closely aligning themselves and emulating the pagan cultures
of their (usually temporary) allies.

!   Play th e video segment unti l Ò...corru pted by power and
affl uenceÓ

Review and Discussion Question

¥  The tribes went from fairly autonomous entit ies to a United
Kingdom, and then split into two nations in a lit tle over
eighty years.  Discuss this, with reference to the American
experience.  How are they similar, how different?

Atlas: Israel-Palestine: 928 BCE

The two kingdoms shared an east-to-west border located just
north of Jerusalem.  Because the northern kings wished to
eliminate Jerusalem as a religious center, they established
northerly royal shrines, in Bethel Ð on the pilgrimage road to
Jerusalem -- and in Dan Ð at the northern edge of their
kingdom.

!   Point out th e border (th e th in red line th at snakes below
Beth el and Jericho) betw een th e tw o kingdoms.

!   Use th e th umbnail map slider to  scan th e map, pointi ng out
th e citi es of Beth el, Dan and Jerusalem, and menti oning th e

      Two  Kingdoms, The Prophets 

Bookmark: ÒTwo Nati onsÓ

Video > A People Is Born > Two
Kingdoms > The Prophets

V

Heritage: Civi lizati on and the Jews | Episode 1 ¥ Lesson 2                                                                                                                             17

Sessi on  2  A Kingdom Bui l t , A Kingdom Dest royed

      Israel-Palestine: 928 BCE

Atl as > 3100 BCE Ð 586 BCE > 928 >
Mediterranean
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surro unding nati ons.

!   Zoom out,  and point out th e relati ve sizes of th e kingdoms,
and th eir geographical relati onships to  Egypt and Assyria.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥  The two independent kingdoms were sometimes in alliance,
and often at war with one another.  Who would each of the
nations fear most?  With which great powers would they
tend to align?

¥  Why was it important for the northern monarchy to create
its own shrine cit ies?

Video:  Show 1: Two Kingdoms, The Prophets 

While the Davidic dynasty continued to rule over the southern
kingdom of Judah from its capital, Jerusalem, for centuries, the
northern tribes had almost continual internal revolts and
coups dÕetat.  

Severed from the strong religious center of Jerusalem, the
northern kingdom of Israel experimented with blending its
religion with Canaanite and other pagan religions of nearby
peoples.  On and off, so did the southern kingdom, usually to
curry favor with more powerful polit ical allies.

But even more significant than this religious backsliding to
idolatry was the progressive social and moral degeneration of
the kingdoms, as gross inequit ies in wealth, land-ownership,
and access to the justice system corrupted the covenantal
vision of earlier days.

!   Play th e video segment unti l Ò...Jerusalem become rubble.Ó

Review and Discussion Questions

¥  What were the primary societal il ls that the prophets
crit iqued?

¥  The prophets were also foreign-policy counselors to the
kings.  Most of the prophets arose during the two periods
preceding the conquest and exiles of the two kingdoms.
Why?

      Two  Kingdoms, The Prophets

Bookmark: ÒProphetsÓ

Video > A People Is Born > Two
Kingdoms > The Prophets > Play
fro m previously paused locati on

V



PART 4

A Nati on Destroyed
The warnings of the prophets were realized in the late eighth
century, when the northern kingdom of Israel was overrun by
Assyrian hordes.  Later generations of prophets would bring
the same messages to Judah and were similarly disregarded.
Judah was invaded twice by Babylonia in the early sixth
century, resulting in the destruction of Jerusalem, the burning
of SolomonÕs great temple, and the deportation of much of the
population to Mesopotamia.

Mult imedia:  Conquest and Exile

The less-stable northern kingdom was destroyed after two
centuries, while the southern kingdom survived an addit ional
century and a half.  But the fates of the deported populations
from the north and south were significantly different.  The
exiles from the north became the ÒTen Lost Tribes,Ó while the
exiled southerners would continue AbrahamÕs and MosesÕs
legacy -- and the Jewish people.

!   Play th e Auto play, pausing afte r th e exile of th e north ern
kingdom to  review th ose events.

!   Conti nue th e Auto play to  its conclusion.

!   At th e conclusion of th e Auto play, click th e panel Ma p of
the  Route s of Ex i le, and review th e path s, noti ng in
parti cular th e Jeremiah-led group th at went down to  Egypt,
in fl ight fro m Babylonian wrath . 

Review and Discussion Questions

¥  Review the narrow escape of Jerusalem from the Assyrian
assault under the shrewd leadership of King Hezekiah in
701 BCE.  What reasons might have contributed to the
northern kingdomÕs earlier demise?

¥  Why was the ultimate fate of the peoples from the north
and south so different?  Is the northern ÒdisappearanceÓ
more or less surprising than the historical survival of the
southern (Òexil icÓ) community?

Atlas: Near East: 586 BCE

The southern tribes, including Judah, Benjamin, and part of the
Levites, saw their monarchy destroyed, their beloved land
ravished by the Babylonians and their own neighbors, the city

      Conquest and Exile

Video > A People Is Born > Two
Kingdoms > Conquest and Exile >
Explore Topic > Play

M
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      Near East: 586 BCE

Atl as > 3100 BCE Ð 586 BCE > 586 >
Mediterranean

A



Heritage: Civi lizati on and the Jews | Episode 1 ¥ Lesson 2                                                                                                                             20

of Jerusalem devastated, and the great four-hundred--year-old
temple of Solomon burnt to the ground.

Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians continued the Assyrian
policy of mass deportations of conquered peoples, but the
Babylonians tended to keep the exiled populations together as
work-groups to develop the agricultural hinterlands of the
empire.

Forcibly relocated to Babylonia in groups, this remnant of
Israel had lit tle hope of preserving its national, religious, and
ethnic identity.  And yet, they did, thanks to the writ ings that
they carried off to exile.

!   Show again th e route fo llowed by th e exiles and th e areas
into  which th ey were settl ed by th e Babylonians.  

!   Click th e tab below th e map, Ma p Legend , to  show th e
distance betw een Israel and th e Babylonian exile.

Pointers to the Next Session:

This session ends with the population of Judah in an
essentially hopeless situation, hundreds of miles from their
ruined homeland.  Their only hope for survival as an
identifiable group lay in the strength of their tradit ions and in
the collection of sacred writ ings and words that they brought
with them to their captivity in Babylon.

In the next session, we will see how they adapted to life in
exile.  Their experiences in the half-century of exile would lay
the groundwork for two unifying themes of the future of
Jewish civil ization: the centrality of the land of Israel as a
Jewish aspiration, and the notion that Jewish life can be fully
lived in a Diaspora in symbiosis with host societies. 

We will also see how, with the victory of the more benevolent
Persian Empire over the Babylonians in the late sixth century,
the Jewish world would continue to develop in both the
homeland of Judea and throughout a burgeoning Diaspora.


