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The Destruction of European Jwry

This lessonexaminesthe tragedy of the Shodn.

Gemany invaded Poland in Segember 1939, and Europe
was thrustinto war. France fell to the Nazisin the war@®
first months,leaving England isolated in opposition to
Hitler.

The USSRmaintained its theoretical neutrality until
Hitler@betrayal of his erstwhile collaborator, S#lin, in
June 1941. Only the American entry into the war would,
over yeas of battle,spell the end for Nazi dreams of
world hegemony.

Hitler@ conquestsin the east, beginning in Poland and
continuing into the western USSRbrought the bulk of
Ashkenazi Jewry under the Third Reich. Gemany
responded by developing ever-more-kethal approachesto
the liquidation of its Jewish subjects Bfrom mobile killing
squads to the FAnal Solution,Can industrialized approach
to massmurder.

Jewish populations were fir st ghettoized and then
deported to the deah camps,whose nameshave become
synonymous with evil itself: Auschwitz,Treblinka,
Madanek.

Jwsin the ghettos and deah camps waged courageous
but ultimately hopelessresiseince to the Nazi deah

machine. Tensof thousands of Jews esaped in advance
of the Nazi invaders to the forests and waged resisence
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From the Ashes of Europe as partisans,living in constant danger of capture by the

0 Video: Show 8: A Ruined World, Nazis and betrayal by non-&wish partisan groups.

Survivors . .
_ _ By the time the war ended and the Reich was defeated,
0 Video: Show 9: Prewar Palestine,

. two-thirds of European Jewry had been destroyed, and a
British Rule (Bookmarked as _ _
CDisplaced Persons() shatered postwar world struggled to find glimmers of
hope emerging from the carnage and inhumanity of
World War 1.
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0 Europe, North : 1939
Atlas> 1925 2001 > 1939 > Europe

Session 16 The Destruction of European Jewry

PART 1

World War Il and the German Invasion
of Eastern Europe

On Sepember 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland, beginning
World War Il. Itsfurther conquestsin eastern Europe over the
next two years vastly increasedthe number of Jews under Nazi
domination. In aworld of tight immigration quotas and the
chaos of war, thesemillions of Jews had nowhere to go, even if
they could have escped from the Nazis@rasp. Sothe
Germans made a decision simply to exterminate the Jwish
population by all means available.

In eastern Europe,the Nazis found many willing collaborators
in the massmurder of lews. Hitler@ armies were accompanied
by murder squads,augmented by large numbers of the local
indigenous anti-Semitc populations in Poland, Ukraine,
Rumania, and elsewhere.

Atlas: Europe,North: 1939

In late 1939, Hitler remade the map of Europe. Moving both
eastward and westward, Gemrman armies conquered much of
the continent. Within an astonishingly short period of time,
only England and the USSRemained free of Nazi control;
England, which was protected by its geography; and the USSR
becauseit had anon-gygressionpact with Hitler that enabled
Gemany to swallow up part of eastern Poland and the Baltic
states.

Point out Nazi Germany.

Then, using the thumbnail navigation tool in the lower left,
move north -eastward (to the right and up) to show the
USSR Poland, and th e Balti ¢ States (Lithuania, etc.).

Then, Zoom Out (below the thumbnail navigation tool) and
move westward to show England and western Europe,
including France and th e Benelux nations, which fell to
Hitler in mid-1940.

Review and Discussion Question

¥ What led Hitler and Slin to sign their non-gggressionpact
in 1939?
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@ Refugees, Beginning of World
War I

Video > Out of the Ashes>
Genocide > Reign of Terror

0 3 Phases of Anti-Semitic Action

Video > Out of the Ashes>
Genocide > Ghetto s

@) Genocide, Murder Squads

Video > Out of the Ashes >
Genocide > Murder Squads

Video: Show 8: Refugees,Beginning of World War |1

The war brought tragedy acrossthe continent. But perhaps
the greaesttragedy was that the territories overrun by the
Nazis,beginning with Poland, were filled with millions of Jews.

Play thisvideo segment until Q...had nearly 20 in 1941.0

Review and Discussion Question

¥ Throughout the 1930s,Hitler@primary goa was the
expulsion of the Jews and the confiscation of their property.
Why was the inauguration of the European war significant
in causing Hitler to reassesdhis strategy regarding the Jlews?

Video: Show 8: 3 Phasesof Anti-Semitc Action

For centuries,anti-Semitsm and its attendant perseautions had
driven Jews from one country to the next, and localized
massaresand repeded attempts at forced conversionshad
characterized a millennium of Christian-&wish relations. But
the Shodn was a unique effort driven by a new, horrific Nazi
vision.

Play the video segment to Q...you cannot live.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ What wasthe key Nazi innovation that transformed the
Shod into aunique horror?

¥ What motivated the Nazisto creae this new, lethal policy?

Video: Show 8: Genodde, Murder Squads

In 1941, betraying his pact with S@lin, Hitler invaded the
Swviet Union. Anticipating the occupation of the lands of the
former Pale of Setlementin the eastern European lands of the
USSRthe Gemans vested in the SSthe responsibility for
liquidating the millions of Russian Jews in areas conquered by
the Wehrmacht.

Play the video segment to Q..for nearly 500 days.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Why did the murder squads receive such broad support
from the local non-&wish populations?

¥ Why would Hitler have allocated a significant portion of his
elite troops and resoucesto the murder squads rather than
the regular army in trying to conquer and control sovast a
place as Russi&?
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@ Murder squads
Video > Out of the Ashes >
Genocide > Murder Squads >
Explore Topic > Play

@ O'shot Only ChildrenEO

Video > Out of the Ashes>
Genocide > Murder Squads >
Explore Topic > Historical
Documents > A Shot Only
ChildrenEO

Multimedia: Murder Squeds

The operation of the murder squads is chilling to desaibe.
The ruthlessnessvith which they went about their business
has a special place in the history of genocide.

Play the main Autoplay. (Note: If you wishto have the class
read some testimony related to the squads, click one or
more of the three panelsthat appear at the end of the
Autoplay and then click the Read Eyewi tne ss Testi mo ny
button.)

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Why wasthe liquidation of the Jews of such high priority to
the Nazis?

¥ The operation of thesesquads required large numbers of SS
soldiers and local collaborators under many different
commands acrossGermany® eastern front. How could such
face-to-face killing of defenseksscivilians have been so
easily accepted by the squads@embers and officers on the
scene?

Historical Document : @ ShotOnly ChildrenEO

Mobile killing squads accompanied the Gemrman army when it
invaded the USSRo round up the Jewsin each community
and shoot them en masse.The following document is the
tesimony of amember of one of the Einsazgruppen (murder
squads).

Read th e sidebar and the text of the document.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ How wasthis man able to justify his murder of Jwish
children?

¥ What questions would you ask this person at his trial?
¥ What punishmentwould you mete out to him?
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@ Genocide, Death Camps

Video > Out of the Ashes>
Genocide > Death Camps

@ Death camps
Video > Out of the Ashes >
Genocide > Death Camps> Explore
Topic > Play

Session 16 The Destruction of European Jewry

PART 2
Industrialized Mass Murder

While the murder squads executed about 1.5 million Jews by
shooting and gas vans,the Gemans implemented an
industrialized approach to annihil ate the still larger number of
Jwsremaning, especially in eastern Europe.

Video: Show 8: Genodde,Deah Camps

AtWannseein Germmany, the German high command decided
to harnessGerman industrial expertise to the task of mass
murder at strategically located deah camps.

Play to Q..put to the service of murder.O

Review and Discussion Question

¥ How~did the final solution formulated at Wannseereflect the
Nazi® perverselogic?

Multimedia: Deah Camps

The Gemans viewed the elimination of European Jwry as an
industrial challenge.

Play the main Autoplay to view the Multimedia segment.

If desired, show the stages of death camp operation in the
Pictur e Gallery : Ind ustri alized Mur der by clicking that
butto n.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ What are the factors and needs that would be considered to
setup any industrial enterprise?

¥ How were theseapplied in the creaion of the deah camps?
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@ Fighting Back, Death Camp
Resistance

Video > Out of the Ashes > Fighting
Back > Death Camp Resistance

@ Fighting Back, Ghetto Fighters

Video > Out of the Ashes> Fighting
Back > Ghetto Fighters

@ Ghetto Fighters
Video > Out of the Ashes > Fighting
Back > Ghetto Fighters > Explore
Topic > Play

Session 16 The Destruction of European Jewry

PART 3
Jewi sh Resistance

Somelwswho esaped ghettos and camps fought for their
survival in Poland, the Ukraine, and elsewhere in Europe. They
alsoworked to disrupt the operation of the German forcesand
the Nazi deah machine.

Video: Show 8: Fghting Back, Death Camp Resistince

Asthe truth dawned on them about Germany®@plans,ewsin
many camps staged uprisings or escpe attempts to obstruct
the camps@perations and to save their own and othersQives.

Play the video segment past the phrase Q...anguish and
resistanceOuntil the plaque with 01940 and 194500n the
botto m.

Review and Discussion Questions
¥ What choicesdid the Jewsin the deah camps have?

¥ Do you think the deah camps should be presewed as
memorials,as many have been?

¥ Somehave referred to Auschwitz asGared ground ODo you
agree”?

Video: Show 8: Fghting Back, Ghetto Fghters

Most people are familiar with the Warsav Ghetto Uprising in
the spring of 1943. Lesswell known is a broader resisi@nce,
with uprisings at more than 100 ghettos as the Nazi® plans for
the Jews became better understood.

Play the video segment to Q...building by building.0

Review and Discussion Question

¥ What impressiondid you get from the oral tesimony in the
video? What questons would you like to askYitzhak
Rotem?

Multimedia: Ghetto Hghters

Ghetto fighters were often supported by Jws hiding in the
forests around large cities. Thesepartisans faced a precarious
and grueling existence,hunted by the Nazis and often betrayed
by their non-&wish comradesin arms.

Play the Autoplay to view the Multimedia segment.
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@ Vilna Jewi sh Parti san Song
Video > Out of the Ashes> Fighting
Back > Ghetto Fighters > Explore
Topic > Media Presentations > Vilna
Jewish Parti san Song

Then, pressthe Me dia Presenta ti ons butto n, and click the
butto n Vilna Jewi sh Parti san Song .

Vilna Jewish Partisan Song

The partisans, like their Bundist forebears,formed close-kit
paramilitary units. Often communally supporting their families
who hid out with them,they created aternative sodetiesin
the freezingforests of eastern Europe. Their rousing yet
mournful songs preseve the indomitable spirit that helped
keepthem alive.

Play the Audio Butto n Jews DParti sans.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ What do the lyrics convey about the seff-perceptions of the
partisans?

¥ What role do music and other aspects of the arts play in
mobilizing paramilitary units like the partisans?
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@ What the World Knew, Urging
the Bombing of Auschwitz
Video > Out of the Ashes> Fighting
Back > What the World Knew >
Explore Topic > Presentation >
Urging Bombing of Auschwitz

Session 16 The Destruction of European Jewry

PART 4
The World® Silence

News about the Holocaust while it was going on was
suppressedby world governments,and most reports that were
printed were buried in the back pageseven in Jwish-ovned
newspapers like The New York Times. Often,they would be
reported more as@umorCthan as corroborated fact.

Jewish groups petitioned the government but were far less
vocal than the situation required. In part, this continued the
prewar posture of most of the American wish leadership,
who did not want to appea to be placing the welfare of
European Jews over the successof the wartime efforts of
America.

Asthe war Dand the Shod Bproceeded, the State Department
and Franklin Delano Roosevelt@White Housetook the position
that defeaing Germany and concluding the war was the most
sensible way to end the predations of the Third Reich.

Mult imedia: What the World Knew, Urging the Bombing
of Auschwitz

When knowledge of the scale of extermination proceedng at
the Auschwitz-Brkenau complex became irrefutable, ewish
and other American leaders demanded that, at minimum, the
rail linesto Auschwitz be bombed and that if possilde,the
extermination chambers be destroyed. The administration®
responsewas that Auschwitz was out of range of its bombers.

Click the Presenta tion: American Responses butto n.

Click the rightmo st of the five panelsthat appear: Urging
the Bombing of Auschwi tz.

Using the thumbnail navigation tool at the botto m center of
the picture, note the structureslabeled Gas Chamb ers.

Move the slider slowly all the way to the right and slightly
up to show the labelsof the other facilitiesin this Birkenau
extermination camp at Auschwitz (called COswiecimODits
Polish name Din the photo label at the upper-right), aswell
asthe photo label.

Move the slider all the way leftw ard (near where it started
when the photo first appeared). Point out the label at
upper-left: US500 Ib. Bomb s, and indicate th e cascade of
bombscoming from the USbomber that shot the
reconnaissance photo that hasbeen examined. The bombs
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were aimed at destroying a Nazi chemical factory.

Then, carefully, read the sidebar background to the left of
the photo. Usethe small arrowsbelow the text to show all
three pages of sidebar information.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Why wasn®the bomber ordered to diseble the operation of
the extermination camp?

¥ 1.6 million people died at Auschwitz,more than three-
quarters of them Jews,in about athree-year period. When
Russialiberated the camp in January 1945 (four months
after this photo was taken), 7,650 people remaned barely
alive. How might this information have beenreceived in
Washington?
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0 A Ruined World, Survivors

Video > Out of the Ashes> A
Ruined World > Survivors

@) The Search for Refuge

Video > Into the Future > Prewar
Palestine > Search for Refuge

Session 16 The Destruction of European Jewry

PART 5
From th e Ashes of Europe

TheThird Reich died in flamesin the spring of 1945. American
and Russian troops met in Berlin to deliver the coup de grace.
The Red Army had liberated the campsin eastern Europe,
while many Germrman camps,like Dachau, were liberated by the
American army. The civilized world celebrated the end of the
war in Europe (and its end in Asiaa few months later), but the
consequencesof six years of total war left millions of
homeless gven statelessyefugeesof every sort.

Video: Show 8: A Ruined World, Suvivors

The survivors of the Shod were,for the most part, the most
desokte of al. The cities,nations,and continent their families
had called home for centurieswere now massiwe graveyards.

Play the video segment until Q..virtu ally came to an end.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ To what country would you repatriate a Sudeten (Czed)
Geman, Gemany or Czedoslovakia?

¥ Why did more than 100,000 survivorsin the east fleeto the
western areas of Europe that were under Anglo-Ameiican
control?

Video: Show 9: The Seach for Refuge

The status of the Jews in Europe was confirmed in 1946 when
returneesto Kielce and other Polish citieswere massared
trying to reclaim their homesand properties. Most of the
250,000 wswho returned to Poland after the war left
immediately or within the next few years.

With the economic chaos of war and subsequent
demohilization, Allied resouceswere strained to help the
survivors and other displaced persons. Effortsto loosenUS
immigration restrictions to allow in large numbers of refugees,
including Jews,failed.

Play th e video segment until Q..for the survivors of the
Holocaust.O
Review and Discussion Questions

¥ With the horrors of the Shod well-known in the postwar
period, why did the Polesso mistreat the survivors of the
deah camps?
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¥ Where were the survivorsto go?

Pointersto the Next Session

Effortsto bring refugeesto Palestine were conducted in the
face of the British White Paper of 1939, which limited Jewish
immigration to Palestine. Britain still ruled Palestine,and the
White Paper was still in force. The Jewish population,
numbering only afew hundred thousand, wasill-equipped to
absorb the many hundreds of thousands of desperate and
broken Jws seeking an escpe from Europe. In addition, the
Arab population in Palestne was not eager to seeaflood of
new European Jkwish immigrantsthere.

Our next sessionwill focus on one of the miraclesof the
postwar period: the birth of Israel. We® look at many aspects
of the new state,including the waysin which it handled the
European refugee crisis--and an even larger one afew yeas
later,with Jews streaming in from the Arab lands of the Middle
East and North Africa
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