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Emancipation and New Chdlenges

Asthe eighteenth century came to aclose,anew world
was dawning for the Jews of western and central Europe.
Enlightenmentideds suffusedthe French Revolution, and
the Jews of France were politically emancipated and
shortly theredter given full rights of citizenship.

Of equal significance was the accessionto power of
Napoleon Bonaparte. He began a series of imperial wars,
turning the French egdlitarian ideds into a pan-Eiropean,
militarily-enforced movement, and through his conquests
gave the Jews of central Europe their first taste of
political equality.

As kws were enfranchised acrossthe Continent, sowere
British Jews fully vested with equal rights asthe
nineteenth century progressed Jewish families
participated in the emergence of capitalist, industrial
sodeties,and were maor beneficiaries of an emerging
modernity.

In addition to claiming alarger role in European host
sodeties,lewsin Gemany, in particular, continued the
inner transformation started by the maskilim, and a
QeformedOmode of lidaism began to emerge that
attempted to accommodate Judaism to arapidly changing
world.

But the status of European Jews did not progressin a
uniformly positive direction. Revolutions and counter-
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revolutions in Europe following Napoleon®defea
creded turmoil for the principlesof emancipation, and
pseuwdo-saentific racial theoriesBcoupled with age-od
Christian antagonismsbcreaed anew and virulent form
of anti-Semitsm that was to have devastating
conseguencesin the twentieth century.

Evenin liberal France,anti-Semitsm became a powerful
force,bursting onto the public stage with the scandalous
proseaution of a French-&wish military captain in the
DreyfusAffair. This travesty of justice inspired aViennese
journalist, Theodor Herzl,to conclude that Jews would
only be sde in their own national homeland.
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Session 11 Emancipation and New Challenges

PART 1
The French Revolution and the Jews

Monarchic abusesand Enlightenment ideas drove the French
revolution in 1789. The philosophies of the Qights of manO
that underlay the revolution were understandably construed to
include GvenQhe French Jews.

France had beentorn by religiouswarsin the preceding
centuries,and had along history of Jewish perseautions and
expulsions. Credaing an egalitarian republic entailed Das it had
acrossthe Atlantic in the new United Sttesof Americaba
radical separation of Church and Stte. The ided was for
government to be Qeligion-blindGn its policies,and to convey
the privilegesof citizenship on al, regardlessof their religions.
In France, as elsewhere, this ided was challenging to achieve,
and did not always succeedin ending sodal discrimination and
biases.

In aland steeped in religious and de jure anti-Semitsm for so
many centuries,the egalitarian ided was particularly difficult
to achieve.

Atlas: Mediterranean; 1812

Europe at the end of the 18th century was a patchwork of
peculiar environments for Jews. The status of the Jewswas
anchored in the difficult past and yet that status was poisedfor
dramatic changesof both positive and negative sorts. In the
next sessionye will look at eastern Europe and Russigwhere
aresticted areafor Jewish setlement was about to be
established.

Our focus now is to the west France,where a post-
revolutionary French Empire was about to be established,
England, where liberal ideds were taking root; and Germany,
the hotbed of the haskalah, the Jewish Enlightenment. Note
too the controlling and central position of Austria and its
capital,Vienna

! Point out these places.

Video: Show 6: Revolutions, The French Revolution

Royal excessesand revolutionary ideds of liberty, fraternity
and equality led to Bastille Day, July 14,1789. In the revolution
that began that day, French sodety was remade. Amongthe
dramatic changesin post-revolutionary France,the granting of
full equality and rightsto French Jewswas certainly among the
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Q Can a Jew Be a Frenchman?
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Documents > Can a Jew Be a
Frenchman

most significant, after so many centuries of perseations and
expulsions.

Even in the Enlightened French Republic, the contentious
debate about wish equality went on for many months.

! Play thisvideo segment to Q...these nationsof Europe.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ How would you argue for and against French Jwish
citizenship?

¥ Would you have beenin favor of Napoleon®@approach to
spreading French ideds by military means?

¥ Was this a stable and enduring approach to Jewish
emancipation?

Historical Document : Can a k2w Be a Fenchman?

For many in France,the ideds of the revolution had limits,and
the emancipation of the Jews exceeded one of thoselimits.
This document providesinsightsinto the views of the pro-
Jewish lobby in the ealy French republican debate about
Jewish emancipation, and raisesmany contemporary questons
about the status of Jewish communitiesin gentile nations.

I Summarize the sidebar information.

! Read the text of the document, noting the implied
questions of dual loyalties and Ca nation within a nation.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ What are the arguments being responded to, and what
counter-aguments are offered?

¥ How is this document® debate echoed in our times?
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Session 11 Emancipation and New Challenges

PART 2
Napoleon, the Jews, and Emancipation

The ideds of the revolution were quickly subsumed by the
post-revolutionary Reign of Terror. Out of the chaos,Napoleon
Bonaparte emerged as Emperor. He began a selies of imperial
wars acrossEurope and in the Mediterranean.

Of mostinterestfor the Jews,his imperialism Bresembing
ancient Greekimperialism Bhad a powerful cultura tinge. In
Napoleon®case,he sought militarily to extend the ideds and
liberal achievements of France to the restof the world. And
this meant, among many other thing, equality and
emeancipation for Jews.

Historical Document : Napoleon ConvenesCsahedrinO

Seeling to resolve questions about the Gitness©f wsto be
full citizensof France,and to enlist lewish support acrossthe
Continent for his expansionary plans,he convened an
Assemlby of Jewish notables.

Its job was to respond to a number of questons that would
indicate ewishGitness@or full participation in French life.
Many of the questions were clealy planted by anti-Semits,but
the excruciatingly diplomatic (and sometimes evasive) answers
of this council of Jewish elders saisfied Napoleon and his
ministers. Then,Napoleon called for a wish legislative body,
modeled on the ancient Jewish institution, the Sanhedrin, to
make theseanswers formal ewish law.

' Summarize the sidebar information.

! Read the text of the document, discusshng how the
guestionsmight be answered. Questions1, 2, 4, and 6 are
parti cularly interesting for discusson.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Why did Napoleon want a Sanhedrin to religiously legislate
the elders@nswersto his questions?

¥ Which of the questions would have beenthe hardestto
answer?

Mult imedia: Jewish Emancipation

Napoleon®armies@narch acrossEurope created new
dependent regimesthat of necessity adopted French
Emancipation ideds. Beyond Napoleon®imposition of these
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ideds,many national leaders acrosswestern and central
Europe were attracted to the notions of democracy and
equality for all, especially in the later wavesof revolutionsin
the mid 19th century.

' Pay the main Autoplay.
' At the conclusion, an Explorable Graphic will appear.

' Move the cursor over the following nationsfor a good
sequence of Emancipation. A text block will appear:
Belgium
Denma rk
Germa ny
Italy
Sdect others asdesired.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Which countries were the @estGn their policies of
emancipation? Which were the worst?

¥ Are there hintsfor the following century in the patterns of
Jwish emancipation?
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Session 11 Emancipation and New Challenges

PART 3
Great Britain and the Jews

Although technically still outlaws living in England, athriving
and quite public British Jewish community existed in England,
participating in the vigorous growth of the industrial
revolution and the expansion of the British Empire.

Yet when it came to full inclusion in Britain® political life,
there were traditional impediments such as theological anti-
Semiism,the hegemony of the Anglican Church, and
deep-rooted reseniment of Jews as the agents of modernity.
Only after many years of debate,in the middle of the
nineteenth century was Jwish equality achieved in
Parliament.

Video: Show 6: Grea Britain, Political Rights

While British Jews mingled freely with the Anglican populace,
Jwsremaned excluded from political power and influence. It
would take years of diligent effort before Jews were permitted
to share in the political centers of power. In England, as
elsewhere,the presene of significant sodal anti-Semitsm was
not suddenly ameliorated by the political enfranchisement

! Play thisvideo segment until CE. Prime Minister of Great
Britain.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ What was troubling about British sodety@regarding Disraeli
asaJew even though his family had converted to the
Anglican Church when he was ayouth?

¥ How is this different than the treament sincere wish
convertsto Christianity received in ealier centuries?
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Q Roth schilds and Reform

Video > Roadsfrom the Ghetto >
Religious Reforms > Innovation in
Judaism

@ nnovation in Judaism: Jewi sh
Choral Music DMa Tovu
Video > Roadsfrom the Ghetto >
Religious Reforms > Innovation in
Judaism > Explore Topic > Media
Presentations > Jewish Choral Music

Session 11 Emancipation and New Challenges

PART 4
Jewi sh Prosperity and Jewi sh Reform

In central Europe,sodal discrimination against ews was
pervasive,athough someexceptional Jews were successtil in
the upper echelons of European sodety. The German
haskalah ided wasto be@ Jw at home,and a Gemman in the
streetOWhile many Jews chose outright conversion to
Christianity as the solution, other dedicated Jewish leaders
sought to find ways to adapt Jewish life to itslarger Gemman
cultura milieu.

Video: Show 6: Rothschilds and Reform

The Rothschilds were aremarkable international family that, in
addition to acquiring grea wedth and influence,set many of
the patterns of modern Jewish philanthropy. For most German
Jewish families,though, political emancipation was an empty
vesse]devoid of the red sodal equality that could better their
lives. Somesurrendered to the welcoming alure of
conversion,while others sought better ways for Judaism to
adapt and assimilate to the best of German sodety.

AsMamonideshad, centuries earlier, sought to reconcile
classicl Greek philosophy with Judaism,Geman reformers
sought to @mancipateQudaism from its ancient roots,and
reconcile it with modern Gemman sodety.

! Play thisvideo segment until CE. different from others only
in our religion.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ On what basisdid the Rothschilds riseto prominence in the
stratosphere of European sodeties?

¥ How would you evaluate the goals of German Reform
Judaism?

¥ How successtil was the Reform movementin achieving its
goas?

Mult imedia: Innovation in Judaism:Jewish Choral Music
PMaTovu

Geman churches,of course,feaured organ and orchestral
music and sublime mixed choirs. In an effort to @GemanizeO
Jewish practice,many liberal synagoguesexperimented in
thesemusical forms.

I Clickthe button Me dia Presenta tions.
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I Click the butto n Jewi sh Choral Musi c.

! Review the content of the sidebar regarding innovationsin
synagogue music

I Click the Audio butto n for Ma Tovu, and discussth e musical
genresand modesrepresented.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Judaism had always adapted to the folkways of its host
countriesin synagogue architecture,liturgical forms,garb,
and languages. What made Germman Reform different?

¥ How have even traditional synagoguesin Ametrica adapted
to American mores?
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@ Western Europe, Anti-Semitism
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Western Europe > Anti-Semitism

Session 11 Emancipation and New Challenges

PART 5
Anti-Semitism, Dreyfus, and Herzl

Europe®history of theologica anti-Semitsm needs no further
elaboration. Yet, just as Europe was shedding its church-
dominated political rule,anti-Semitsm acquired anew face.

Ironically supplied by the liberalizing forces of the sdentific
revolution, theories about race provided a new basisfor
singling out and perseauting the Jewish @ace ORacialist anti-
Semiism wasto have fateful consequencesfor the Jewish
people and for the world.

Much of central Europe was pervaded by anti-Semitsm in the
late nineteenth century. But it might have been expected that
France,the cradle of the Enlightenment, where Jws had
enjoyed full equality for a hundred years,might prove to be a
lesshostile environment. This was not to be the case,as a
grosstravesty of justice wasto demonstrate.

Video: Show 6: Western Europe,Anti-Semitsm

The tumultuous changeswrought by modernity in every
aspect of life causedprofound sodal unrest Urbanization and
other phenomenatore at the fabric of sodety, and many of
thosewho unwillingly confronted arapidly changing and
dislocating world seached for asource to blame.

The wswere major beneficiaries of modernity.

Emancipation had suddenly introduced them into the public
and civic arenas. kws could increasingly achieve employment
and even prominence in professionsand tradesfrom which
they had previously been systematically excluded. The
traditional rolesof lewsin finance and banking, which had
dternately endeared them to and alienated them from
Christian sodety, provided vital and lucrative skillsin aworld
moving toward capitalism.

All of this made the Jews handy scapegoats for the dislocations
wrought by the advent of an era of grea, oft-disruptive change.

! Play thisvideo segment until CEth at they disliked in the
modern world.O

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ How much anecdotal truth was there to the accusaions
against the Jews?

¥ Isracial anti-Semitsm still deployed? If so,by whom?
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o Western Europe, Dreyfus Affair

Video > Roadsfrom the Ghetto >
Western Europe > Dreyfu s Affair

Video: Show 6: Western Europe, DreyfusAffair

The Dreyfustrial betrayed the profound anti-Semitsm in even
the mostliberal of European nations.To Theodor Herzl, a
Jewish Austrian journalist, it provided proof that all of Europe
would soon become adeah-camp for the ews. In anguished
and presdent revelation, he redized that only a lewish
homeland could provide a haven for his kinsmen.

I Play thisvideo segment past CE. cried down as strangers,0
allowing the video to play until the profile-photo of Herzl.

Review and Discussion Questions

¥ Never before had anyone responded to anti-Semitsm in
quite this way. Why would such a Zionist fire have burned
within him?

¥ What was new about the sodal setting that might have
forced Herzl to formulate the problem and proposed
solution in the way he did?

¥ Herzlrecorded that his Zionist program and vision of a
Jewish Stte emerged in aflash. What other grea
movements@xplodedQrather than evolved?

Pointersto the Next Session:

While lews in western and central Europe were wrestling with
the opportunities and challenges of Europe®fitful embrace of
Emancipation through the nineteenth century, a very different
picture emerged in eastern Europe. Enlightenmentidedswere
still far off and largely unknown.

Czaist Russialagged far behind Europe in its treament of
Jws,and a Russian ewish Haskalah was nealy a century
behind that of Europe.

In our next sessionwe will explore the situation of wsin
Russiaand other eastern lands. What went on there in the
nineteenth century was to change radically the Jewish world
and western civilization in the twentieth century, becausein
the tumult and perseautions of Eastern Europe and Russigthe
seeds of amovement called Zionism were planted.
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