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◆	W hat is the value of telling a coming-of-age story?  What 
value does it have for the teller of the story, usually 
an adult looking back?  What value does it have for 
adolescents in the audience?

◆	T o what extent is adolescence a universal phenomenon?  
To what extent is coming of age shaped by generation? 
Ethnic, national, religious or class background?  Family, 
gender, or personality?

◆	H ow do these films tell the story of the coming of age 
of the Jewish people in North America?  How do these 
stories compare to other films about the North American 
Jewish experience that you have seen?

◆	W hich of these films do you feel offers the most insight 
into the process of maturing?  Why?  Which offers the 
most insight into the modern North American Jewish 
experience, and why?

◆	W rite the story, as if for a film, about your own coming 
of age.  What other characters besides yourself would 
appear?  What actors would you cast in these roles?  
What scenes from your life would you present?  How 
would you evoke the time and place in which you live?  
What insights into growing up would you want your 
film to offer?  What other ideas or information would 
your film impart to its audience?  How would you 
accomplish these goals?
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◆	O f the four films adapted from literary works, two 
– The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz and Biloxi Blues  
– have screenplays written by the authors of the original 
works, albeit sometimes in collaboration with another 
writer, while the other two – Marjorie Morningstar and 
The Chosen were adapted for the screen by writers other 
than the author.  Based on these examples, do you 
think that there is any general difference between media 
adaptations made by the authors of literary originals and 
those adapted by other writers?  Do you think one or 
the other is more likely to make a better film?
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